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òGo ye therefore!ó  
Down the road less travelledé 

¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ bŜǿǎ.ƛǘŜǎ ƛǎ άaƛǎǎƛƻƴέΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ 

ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦŦ άƭƛŦŜέ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ōƻƳōŀǊŘ ŀ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƛǎ άƛƎƴƻǊŀƴǘέ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Word of God! We would like you to consider taking a journey with us and look at 

the hosts of opportunities to do mission within your life. The call to reach the world for Christ is not for 

a select few, but for all Christians. Usually, it is a challenge to set aside time in our busy lives where the 

ǎƻƭŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǎ άaƛǎǎƛƻƴέΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜΦ .ǳǘ ǿŜΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ch/¦{ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 

ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ άaƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ƻƳŜŘŀȅέ ǘƻ άaƛǎǎƛƻƴ 9ǾŜǊȅŘŀȅέΗ ! ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏŀƭƭ, which 

ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴέΣ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΦ  

ά¢ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ϦAll authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I 

am with you always, to the very end of the ageΦέέ  aŀǘǘƘŜǿ нуΥму-20 (NIV) 

FOCUS has several opportunities for mission work in and out of Uganda. We are giving you a snap shot 

of these opportunities from the view of those who participated in the June Mission with Intervarsity 

Christian Fellowship USA, the Advocacy Day by the FOCUS Mulago Child Project and mission with our 

partners in Norway and the UK. We hope that you will enjoy reading of these brave souls, as you 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ Go ye therefore! 

 

OUR EXPERIENCE IN STUDENT MINISTRY IN NORWAY  

Dennis Kakuba and Peter Agaba 
We thank God for granting us this opportunity to go to the other side of the world in his work of redeeming the 

World. Peter and I went to Norway in August 2009 as part of the 84 students recruited all over the world on the 

year-long FK-Exchange Programme.   In Norway, we were both students and student workers. While studying Cross-

cultural communications and International work at Hald Internasjanale Senter, we were working as campus staff 

with NKSS-Norway, an IFES movement which is the equivalent of FOCUS in Norway. Our work took us to the 

Southern part of Norway in a town called Stavanger where we worked with the University of Stavanger and local 

high schools like St. Olav, Køngsgård, Hinnah, and St. Svithun. 

It was exciting and challenging to study, work and live in another culture. Personally, it gave me [Dennis] an 

opportunity to see my culture from outside and to hear what other people say about it. For example Norway being a 

country without hierarchies and being a model of human equality, they wondered why women in Africa have to 

bend down whilst greeting men and older people.  Why is smoking by a Norwegian Christian acceptable and yet 

ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΚ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ΨŘŜƳƻƴǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ 

Norway. Why were Africans more religious than Norwegians? More Questions like these gave us opportunity to 

interact in another culture but also drew us in to reflections about the same. For me [Peter], I got a wider 

ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ [ƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ aȅ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƭŀǊƎŜŘ ŀŦter 

interacting with people in Norway who had world views different from mine.  
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 Working with students in Norway was different from doing 

STEM at FOCUS. [Please read the previous NewsBites to learn 

more about Short Term Experience in Ministry, STEM.] We learnt 

that, in Norway, faith was a private issue and not the kind of 

thing you discuss with students. As such, speaking to an 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ƛƴŦǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ 

discovered that students are independent of their parents, 

friends, relatives and teachers. Therefore, they make their own 

ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΦ Ψ5ƻƴΩǘ 

ƛƳǇƻǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŦŦ ƻƴ ƳŜΣΩ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ ǎŀƛŘ 

anything contrary to their thinking.   

bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊough our ministry on some occasions, we saw young people making 

commitments to walk with Jesus Christ. We also saw lives change and released from depression, pornography 

addiction after spending time and praying with them.  We learnt important virtues and values among the Norwegian 

people like honesty, integrity, patriotism, time management as well as respect for people and the law. For both of 

us, it was a wonderful learning experience. Some memories will stick for life!! Like experimenting with different 

kinds of food, the weather and people as well running after buses because we were 10 seconds late! 

 [This year FOCUS is sending Shallon Kembabazi and Carol Kako to Norway for 2010/2011. Please keep them in your 

prayers as we await more tales from lands afar.] 

JUNE MISSION - 2010 by Peter Akankwatsa 
There is something supernatural about Christians - a strong bond that connects a circle of friends ignoring 

differences in nationality, tribe, culture or even language. This was clearly evident during the June 2010 Mission 

organized by FOCUS Uganda and Intervarsity Christian Fellowship (IVF), USA. Students from various Ugandan and 

USA universities, along with the staff from FOCUS Uganda and IVF - USA, united for a complete month allowing God 

to use them. They were able to reach out to the disadvantaged, poor and displaced in Gulu district and in the slums 

of Kampala city. The goal of the mission was to educate and give the students practical experience in relevant global 

issues and how it relates to the call of Christ in advancing his kingdom both in Uganda and in the United States.  

Before deployment, all students received training in cross-culture interaction and evangelism, team building and 

bonding. They were two teams; one in Gulu and the other in Kampala District. After two weeks, the teams 

exchanged locations; the one in Gulu came to Kampala as that in Kampala headed for Gulu. In Gulu, the teams 

ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ /ƘƛƭŘ ±ƻƛŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ώ/±/ϐ ŀǘ [ǳƪƻŘƛΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ YŀƳǇŀƭŀΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ŀǘΣ /ƻƳŜ [ŜǘΩǎ 5ŀƴŎŜ ώ/[5ϐ ƛƴ 

Nansana. 

  ά²ƘŜƴ L ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ¦ƎŀƴŘŀΣ L ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀǎŜΣ 

and to be so deeply involved in Christian activities. The level of worship all presses a 

challenge upon my heart to go back and do something about my own community and my 

ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜǎέΣ one of the IVF students from USA confesses. This was after a 

series of door-to-door evangelism and morning holy spirit-packed devotions held at the 

mission grounds. 

 

Dennis and Peter in Norway 

1: Painting the New Clinic 

Painting the New Clinic 
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The teams helped with various projects in Kampala such as the CLD Farm project [Saving Kiapo], painting the new 

/[5 ŎƭƛƴƛŎΣ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭǳƳǎ ƻŦ YŀǘŀƴƎŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ 

Kampala. One could see, from their joyful smiles, how much this meant to the people in these communities. They 

ǿŜǊŜ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƻƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǳǇǇŜǊέ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻƴƎΣ ŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǎǘŀǊŜǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŦƻƭƪǎΣ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘ 

thesŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻƴŜǎΩ ƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ƭƻǾŜΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ǊƻōōŜŘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦ 

One of the teams, while in Kampala, visited Kaliro District, Namugongo 

community in particular, and renovated the community church (Light 

the World Church). With the help of the church pastor, they also visited 

two schools where they carried out career guidance, from Christian 

perspective, to the students. Then, later, the team invited the students 

and the locals to friendly volleyball and netball matches.  

To round up the mission, both teams met at FOCUS Center, in Gerenge 

ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ CǊƻƳ 

the participants, it was discovered that the mission was a time not only 

for outreach but of learning and growth. 

Some of the lessons learnt by participants were that;  

 God teaches through simple and little ways, a lesson learnt from the various morning devotions and 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ  

 God is a healer, both spiritual and physical healing. 

 God answers prayers. 

 God knows who exactly we are, and He meets us where we are. 

 Unity in Christ i.e. identifying in Christ as a team and as individuals, with different gifts 

all members of one body in Christ.  

  DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴΤ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ. 

 Servant-ƘƻƻŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΤ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ƛƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ōŜƛƴƎΣ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ Ǉƭǳǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ƪƛŘǎΩ ƘƻƳŜǎ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ό/[5ύΣ /±/ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦ [ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘΦ 

 Gratitude; having a thankful, selfless heart, in balance with privilege. 

 God works through our diversity in gifting and personalities. 

 DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅΤ IŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ IŜ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻΦ 

 WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƻƭŘƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ IŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴΦ 

 Partnership between God and the community in the growth and expansion of his kingdom. 

 

Please go to the following link to read more comments by the June Missioners: http://focusuganda.org/?page_id=157  

 

[Every year, in June, FOCUS Uganda and L±C ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 

June mission please contact us.] 

 Missioners providing medical assistance in 
Katanga 

2; At the borehole in Kaliro 

http://focusuganda.org/?page_id=157
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MISSIONARY WORK WITH CAREFORCE IN THE UK 
In 1980, Careforce Organisation was launched with a need of serving at local churches 

and projects throughout England, helping and spreading the gospel to schools, youth 

clubs, communities and individuals. Since then, over 2,400 volunteers from 50 countries 

have served with over 500 churches and project placements throughout the UK.  

I joined Careforce on 8th September 2009 and returned to Uganda on 30th July 2010. I 

was placed in a contemporary Anglican church in Manchester and worked with the 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƭǳōǎΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŀǎ ά{ƘƛƴŜέ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƎŜŘ с-11years where we 

learnt many bible stories through art and crafts, drama and music.  

L ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ L 

worked with teenagers by starting up various programmes. We had talent shows for them to glorify God using their 

talents and outings to build good relations with their peers and the elderly community of the church.  

Participating in this ministry has impacted my life and transformed me as a Christian. It has made me live 

purposefully and with direction every day.  My relationship with God grew stronger each day and I was able to 

learn and apply Christian virtues of trust, faith and hope in God. This improved my understanding of who God 

actually is and what is required of us as his children. This experience, the entire 11 month placement in England, 

was amazing.  

Careforce is a totally different experience from what I knew as ministry in Uganda. I 

was new to the British culture, society and way of ministry. These new experiences 

exposed me to all sorts of challenges that I never thought I would have to face. It has 

been good to see how God uses the times of joy to encourage you and the times of 

testing to develop perseverance. I found this especially useful in showing me what my 

gifts are and how to usŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ 9ƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 

showed me a little more of how God wants to use me in years to come. By the end of 

Ƴȅ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ L ƘŀŘ ǎŜŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻmegroups/cells.  

aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ 

L ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ DƻŘ ǳǎŜ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ōǳǘ 

of daily action as well.  

I am grateful that FOCUSΩ recommendation that I should take the opportunity to serve with Careforce. Their 

constant prayer and support saw me through good and tough times. Everyone should take on such a missionary 

experience. God is calling us to step out of our day to day life, to grow in our relationship with him and to make a 

difference. If you want to bless people through serving them with your God-given talents then Careforce is a great 

opportunity for you to do this. As the scriptures saȅ άǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ƛǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōƻǳǊŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŜǿΦέ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ 

Careforce and FOCUS for such a great opportunity. It meant so much! 

[FOCUS will send Julius Ndhala, Robert Kidega and Paul Bulima to work with Careforce for 2010/2011. They are still 

in the process of fundraising for their air tickets to the UK. If you would like to partner with them, please contact us 

as soon as possible.] 

3; Peace in the UK 

Peace in the UK 

Peace and friends  
at a cultural event 
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CHILD ADVOCACY DAY BY FOCUS MULAGO CHILD PROJECT - 9TH JUNE 2010 

FOCUS Mulago Child Project organised a Child Advocacy day which 

was an opportunity for children within the area to voice their 

feelings and thoughts on abuse which they constantly receive in 

their community. Children presented skits, poems, songs and 

dances to their parents, highlighting issues of rape, incest, 

infanticide, child labour, corporal punishment and negligence. 

They were able to vividly enact what goes on within and around 

their homes causing quite an emotional response from some of 

the parents. Their message to the parents and community is Ψ{ǘƻǇ 

ChiƭŘ !ōǳǎŜΧǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻǾŜŘΩ. A wide range of the 

presentations were in luganda and some punctuated the occasion 

with spurts of laughter.  

Themes of domestic violence and rape were recurring in all the presentations and this is an indicator of the severity 

of these abuses.  Prior to the day, children spent weeks designing messages for decorative banners and these added 

a beautiful colour to the occasion and exhibited their creativity and diversity in portraying the same message. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The FOCUS ChƛƭŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ bDhǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

concerns are reaching the rightful people in society who can make informed decisions which affect their lives. 

Organizations represented on the day include, Action for Children, CRANE (Viva Network), ANAPPA. Present at the 

occasion were also representatives from the Ministry of Gender and Social Services; Police and Local Council 

Chairmen. Schools within the vicinity also participated on the day.  
 

For more information on the Child Advocacy Day, you can read the May-June FOCUS Mulago Child Project Bimonthly 

Report through the following link: http://focuschildproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/march-april-report-2010.pdf 
 

[This is the first time that FOCUS has organized anything like this. If you would like to participate in this or similar 

projects run by the FOCUS Child Project, please contact us.] 

 

Please Email us back with your Feedback. We are waiting to hear from you! 

 

 

 
 
 

Send an email to communications@focusuganda.org.  
 

Children performing at the Advocacy Day 

http://focuschildproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/march-april-report-2010.pdf
mailto:communications@focusuganda.org

