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STEM is an acronym for Short Term Experience In Ministry. STEM is a 1 year program for 

recent graduates who volunteer to serve in the student movement in different areas. The 

STEM experience is a spring board for future involvement in ministry and a sharpening tool 

for effective ministry. Every year FOCUS Uganda recruits students to serve in this program 

and many have testified to its refining impact in their lives. 

(This year were privileged to have Shallon, Carol, Landi, Julius, and Robert who will be graduating from STEM 

program this July. Pray for each one of them as they move into the next phase of their lives) 

 

Kembabazi Shallon, STEM 2009/ 2010 -KABALE 

I picture myself as an ambassador for God in my family and among the friends and people God has 

positioned around me. My passion is to see students/recent graduates living morally upright lives and 

tapping into the grace that God gives which is the only power that can make this life a reality.  Beginning 

STEM in September 2009 started an amazing journey in my life with God and ministry. It is a great 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΤ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇǎΣ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ Ƙŀǎǘƛƭȅ 

prepared meals, mentoring them and talking about issues that concern them. I have been moved by and 

enjoyed several stories from students. It is a joy to connect with them when they are most vulnerable 

and celebrate with them in their times of joy. I have also enjoyed interacting with associates who have 

given me the unique experience of having an attentive older non-relative welcome me into their home 

and give me counsel.  

I am involved with CUs on five campuses: Kabale University, Bishop Barham University College, Kabale 

Nursing School Makanga, Kabale Institute of Health Sciences and UCC Kabale. Through these, I interact 

ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ мрл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ L ŀƳ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎΩ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ 

Inter-/¦ tǊŀȅŜǊ wŜǘǊŜŀǘǎΣ /ŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΣ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

material support to carry out the work among students faithfully and for favour on the campuses to 

finish well. 
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Asio Caroline, STEM 2009/ 2010-MULAGO  

Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. Psalm 119:105 

It is great to write about my work with FOCUS. Early this year, I went with 50 students from Mulago 

Paramedical School on a mission to Kamuge village in Pallisa, Eastern Uganda.  During the day, we gave 

medical care, had door-to-door evangelism and ministered in prisons. Later, we showed videos on 

healthy living as well as the signs and treatment of various illnesses. We encouraged the people to have 

a personal relationship with the greatest physician, Christ, and were excited as many entrusted their 

lives to Him. Many testified of how grateful they were for the training and care they received.  

A lot of work must be done 

to help students study the 

Word instead of living by 

feelings. To address this, I 

prepared sessions with Care-

group leaders on how to 

study the Bible. The students 

are hungry for God and His 

Word. It is exciting to see 

God transforming them. A 

student shared that he felt 

unloved because his parents 

passed away when he was 

young. After joining a Care-

group, he said the love and 

acceptance from the 

students and FOCUS staff 

ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ new way.  

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ Dec/Jan holiday, FOCUS ǎǘŀŦŦ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ ά[ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇέ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƎǳƛŘŜ 

based on Nehemiah. During preparation I noted that Nehemiah recruited people with varied skills and 

backgrounds in rebuilding the Jerusalem wall. Similarly, in reaching out and discipling students, I do not 

work alone. I need the support of partners, friends and family to impact the precious students. They are 

a source of strength and a blessing that I thank God for each day.  
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Landi Gladys Ayakaka, STEM 2009/2010-MAKERERE 

Remembering to commit everything I do to God is a great challenge sometimes, yet, it is so frustrating 

to walk alone when faced with great tasks. Working among students at Makerere University (Afro-stone 

fellowship) has exposed me to such an opportunity to learn, apply and exploit the possibility to rely on 

God and also treasure His servants who have stood with me. The university presents so many ministry 

opportunities to Christian students, especially leaders, that they it may be a challenge to choose where 

to serve and belong. Having to work with such a group of young people requires the gracious hand of 

God and the moral, social and financial support from my partners in the work. I cannot thank them 

enough for their commitment to this cause.  

At the beginning of this year, I was blessed to be a part of the planning retreat for the new semester 

alongside the leaders. I was able to bond with the new leaders and made a difference by availing myself 

to give counsel where necessary. The theme for last semester waǎ άaƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜέ based on 

John 15:9 ǿƘŜǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άAs the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.έ 

Please pray and stand with us that God will enable us to do this His way. 

Robert Kidega, STEM 2009/2010- GULU 

During this year of full-time ministry among students, l realized that students 

are like plants in their tender age. They are just about to bud and produce 

flowers which very soon fall off after yielding fruit. The fruit contains seed that 

lead to continuity of life. These tender-aged plants can only grow well and 

produce what is expected of them if they provided with an environment 

conducive for growth i.e. when weeds, the competitor, are removed. At this 

state the plant needs to be pruned so that it might grow healthily and produce 

fruit. Students are also like tools ready to be used by anyone who comes their way so long as 

they will see value in that person. However, most of them look for what can make them happy 

regardless of whether it is short term or long term happiness. 

I thank God for FOCUS Uganda as a ministry dealing with students in this country. It is 

nurturing, pruning and grooming students through the Christian Unions so that they will 

produce what is expected of them and become fruitful to this country. The hope is that they 

will not be distracted by persons who want to use them in a wrong way. 

Whether in full time ministry or in the market place, we should help the students grow in their 

faith and in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. If the students grow in their faith and in the 

knowledge of the Lord, then our country will develop as well.  
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Julius Ndhala, STEM 2009/2010-MAKERERE BUSINESS SCHOOL  

We talked to 2 students; Charles Moiti and Joseph Matovu who worked directly with Julius at 

MUBS and this is what they had to say: 

QN: As a student leader benefiting from STEM what has been your experience? 

Charles: I am grateful to God for the privilege and opportunity to work with Julius Ndhala, who has been 

attached to Kyambogo Christian Union since 2009. Julius and I co-ƭŀōƻǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ōƻƻǎǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛƴ 

the CU by meeting different CU 

committees and training Care group 

leaders. This has increased the 

number of Care groups. We are 

grateful for his contribution to the 

spiritual growth of the CU members. 

The CU members have had frequent 

interaction with Julius while training 

ŀǘ Ch/¦{Ω Head office, clearing 

Gerenge, at lunch-hour fellowships 

and on a mission to Kalangala by 

Kyambogo CU. There are terrific 

reports of him visiting many 

students at their residences. He also 

proved he can associate with people 

from different backgrounds and 

cultures by helping Torkel, his Norwegian colleague, to enjoy his stay in Uganda.  

Matovu: I bless the Lord for Julius Ndhala (STEM STAFF) and Torkel Degnes (Intern) who have 

accompanied me in ministry during 2009/2010. The work of a Care group Coordinator is immense and 

needs many ideas, but their help made it simpler. I thank God for their encouragement, love, concern, 

availability to follow-up and commitment in their work. During this period, I saw myself as Timothy and 

them as Paul while they offered good training, counsel and guidance.  

 

QN: You have interacted with Julius for almost a year, what have you appreciated about him? 

Charles: PŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ LΩƳ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ȊŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ Iƛǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

devote a year to ministry, right after university, has challenged me! His commitment to God and passion 

for the youth has increased during his ministry as a STEM staff. Julius, God is proud of you and so are we 

as Kyambogo CUΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀōƻǳǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǾŀƛƴΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ 

service. You are blessed and a blessing.  
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Matovu: Working with Julius and Torkel has been a great experience. They have a passion to serve in 

ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƻ όŀƴŘ ōȅύ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘǊǳŜ ƳŜƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ 

inspired me to want to do this work again. May their fire of service for God increase and He greatly bless 

them. 

 

New STEMers for 2010/2011! 

With great joy and pleasure, we introduce the new STEMers to you. They begin their term on 18th July 

нлмлΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ch/¦{ ǎǘŀŦŦΦ Please pray for them as they begin their year of 

service at the various posts. 

STEMer Their posting 
Phionah Masika Kyambogo University 
Regina Njoki Wanjiru Mulago School of Nursing and Mulago Paramedical School 
Charles Odongo Makerere University Business School 
Diana Namugisha Mbarara District 
Gilbert Bakubuda East Region 
Grace Kimani Jinja District 
Eseza Nabukera Makerere University 
Moses Nyote Makerere University/Bukalasa College of Agriculture 
Justin Olupot Gulu District 
Aaron Opio West Nile Region 

 

 

Please Email us back with your Feedback. We are waiting to hear from you! 

   

 

Every year FOCUS seeks partners to invest in this life changing program. 

 If you feel led to finance part of the STEM budget this year, send an email to 

communications@focusuganda.org and we will avail you the details. 


